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OVERVIEW 

Joseph D. Watkins focuses his legal practice on securities enforcement, regulatory 
compliance, and complex securities litigation. 

With experience at the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission and in private practice, Joseph has 
investigated and litigated a broad range of matters involving federal securities laws, including insider 
trading, cryptocurrency fraud, broker-dealer compliance, and municipal bond market abuse. As a 
member of the SEC’s Public Finance Abuse Unit and the Rocky Mountain Affinity Fraud Taskforce, he 
played a key role in uncovering fraudulent conduct and promoting investor education and protection. 

Prior to his time at the SEC, Joseph advised clients on securities regulations, corporate governance, 
mergers and acquisitions, and startup structuring at prominent law firms in Salt Lake City. His work 
included public offerings, private placements, and public company compliance with the ’33 and ’34 
Acts. He also represented clients in securities enforcement actions, internal investigations, and white-
collar defense matters. Joseph holds an LL.M. in Taxation and Securities from Georgetown University 
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Law Center and is admitted to practice in Utah, Arizona, and before multiple federal courts. 

• “Critical Steps in Protecting the Attorney-Client Privilege While Interfacing with Compliance 
Consultants in SEC Investigations and Litigation,” ABA Journal of Securities Litigation, December 19, 
2019 

Admissions 

• Utah 

• Arizona 

• U.S. District Court, District of Utah 

• U.S. District Court, District of Arizona 

• U.S. Tax Court 

Education 

• LL.M., Taxation and Securities, Georgetown University Law Center, 2019 

• J.D., J. Reuben Clark Law School, Brigham Young University, 2018 
- Member of Brigham Young University Law Review 
- Senior Editor, 2017-2018 

- Associate Editor, 2016-2017 

• B.S., Business Management, Utah Valley University, 2010 
- Board of Trustees for Utah Valley University, 2008-2009 

- Foundations Board for Utah Valley University, 2008-2009 

PUBLICATIONS 

CREDENTIALS 
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